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DAVID RILEY: THE REST OF THE STORY 
 

 In the words of the former United States Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan “[e]veryone is 
entitled to his own opinion, but not his own facts.” Unfortunately, in a number of recent 
communications related to the arrest and subsequent prosecution of David Riley a number of 
individuals have choosen to present to the public a large amount of false and misleading 
information. In an effort to present facts, as opposed to conjecture and unfounded speculation, the 
Columbia Police Officers’ Association (CPOA) would like to clarify what did and did not happen in 
the course of Mr. Riley’s initial incident and subsequent criminal case.      
  

At approximately 11:30 p.m. on September 28, 2009, Columbia Police Department Officer 
Chris Hessenflow and Sergeant Chris Kelley were conducting alcohol compliance checks with the 
assistance of two minors.  Both of these minors had clean criminal histories and had never been 
arrested.  Both individuals agreed to assist the Columbia Police Department in its effort to limit the 
unlawful distribution of alcohol to minors. 
  

At this time, the group arrived at the Ultra Mart convenience store, located at 2102 Paris 
Road.  While Officer Hessenflow and one minor, neither of whom were in uniform, approached the 
entrance to the store, David Riley exited and kicked a glass bottle across the parking lot, attracting 
the attention of Officer Hessenflow. Mr. Riley apparently noticed Officer Hessenflow observing him 
and initiated a communication in which he demanded that Officer Hessenflow “give [Riley] his 
fucking wallet” and stated that Officer Hessenflow did not “want to fuck with [him].”  Riley then 
began to approach Officer Hessenflow in an aggressive manner.  Riley is approximately four inches 
taller and almost 100 pounds heavier than Officer Hessenflow.  In order to maintain the covert 
nature of this operation, neither Officer Hessenflow nor Sergeant Kelley were not carrying pepper 
spray, batons, or TASERs. 
  

At this time Officer Hessenflow produced his gun and badge, immediately identifying 
himself as a police officer and ordering Mr. Riley to the ground.  Riley did not immediately comply 
and only dropped to his knees after being order multiple times to lie completely down. While on his 
hands and knees, Riley continued acting aggressively and attempted to stand.  Officer Hessenflow, 
using the bottom of his foot, pushed him back to the ground and told him to remain there.  Sergeant 
Kelley observed the incident from a parked vehicle and called dispatch for emergency assistance.  
  

Until the arrival of backup over three minutes later, Riley continued to be uncooperative, and 
constantly threatened and cursed the officers.  In specific, Riley yelled for Officer Hessenflow to 
“shoot [him]” (six times), told Officer Hessenflow to “pull the fucking trigger” (three times), and 
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screamed “fuck you” at the officers (no less than ten times).   
 
While uniformed patrol officers were attempting to take Riley into custody, he physically 

resisted their efforts, attempting to pull his arms away and attempting to stand.  During this struggle, 
Riley suffered abrasions to his face and head.  Paramedics were summoned to the scene to evaluate 
Riley, but his violent behavior prevented him from being examined. 

 
Patrol officers transported Riley to Boone Hospital for an evaluation.  He continued his 

violent behavior at the hospital and directed profanity toward the emergency room staff, nearly 
resulting in him being forcefully removed from the emergency room at the direction of the physician 
prior to receiving treatment. 
 
 David Riley was charged with felony robbery and ultimately pled guilty to resisting arrest 
prior to trial.  Make no mistake, David Riley pled guilty to felony resisting arrest because he was 
guilty of this offense.  We are confident that he would have also been convicted of robbery had this 
case gone to trial. 
 
 The Columbia Police Officers’ Association firmly believes the public should be aware of 
these facts and not rely on false information presented by misinformed and ill-intentioned members 
of the public.     Please feel free request and review the surveillance video, audio recordings, booking 
room audio and video, and related incident and arrest reports.  If you have further questions, please 
contact CPOA at cpoadirector@gmail.com. 
  
 


